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he purchase of the land subsequently led to the 
purchase of another adjoining parcel a few years 
later. Before we knew it, we were into full-fl edged 
habitat management. Working through a managed 
forest law plan with our county forester opened 
our eyes to several possibilities for additional hab-
itat improvements which would benefi t many spe-

cies of wildlife. Today, we continue to work on an assortment of 
those improvements.

During the summer of 2014, we received a letter from the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WI DNR). An in-
formative cover letter on offi  cial stationary with signatures, state 
logos detailed a new and exciting program.  

Th rough the passage of the much delayed 2013 Farm Bill and 
with the help of the WI DNR, the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) and a consortium of states and conservation organiza-
tions like the Ruff ed Groused Society, the Young Forest Program 
(YFP) had been started.

Th e YFP is an eff ort to improve habitat conditions for the 
woodcock, golden-winged warbler and several other species of 
birds and mammals like grouse, snowshoe hare and fi shers. Th e 
stated goal of the YFP is to create young forest tracts within large 

TValentine’s Day in 2008 was a watershed 
moment. My wife Veronica, a muse and 
intrepid bird hunting companion, and 
I pulled the trigger and purchased a 
parcel of land plumb in the middle of 
northern Wisconsin grouse country. Our 
modest goals at the time included some 
bird hunting with our fl atcoated retriever 
and some opportunities to harvest a deer 
or two along the way. Little did we know 
what the land, and some great people with 
their own vision and initiative, ultimately 
had in store for us.
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